4      THE     MAKING     OF     FEDERAL     INDIA

The passage in the Despatch which was welcomed by the
entire educated community of India ran as follows : *

" It is certain that, in course of time, the just demands
of Indians for a larger share in the government of the country
will have to be satisfied, and the question will be how this
devolution of power can be conceded without impairing
the supreme authority of the Governor-General in Council.
The only possible solution of the difficulty would appear
to be gradually to give the Provinces a larger measure of
self-government, until at last India would consist of a
number of administrations, autonomous in all provincial
affairs, with the Government of India above them all, and
possessing power to interfere in cases of misgovernment,
but ordinarily restricting its functions to matters of Imperial
concern."

The spirit of the Hardinge Despatch and the transfer
of the seat of the Central Government from Calcutta to New
Delhi, making it a separate unit of administration, inspired
hopes in Indian political circles that the policy of the Im-
perial Government would now be to prepare the country
for a federal constitution. Some of the Indian Nationalists
found in the Despatch " the solid basis of the reconciliation
of Indian nationalism and British Imperialism."

Unfortunately the interpretation of the Despatch in the
House of Lords by the Marquess of Crewe revealed that the
idea of provincial self-government was illusory and that
there was no hope of an early modification of the Morley-
Minto reforms. He said :

" There was a certain section in India which looked
forward to a measure of self-government approaching to
that which had been granted to the Dominions. He saw
no future for India on those lines. The experiment of a
measure of self-government, practically free from parlia-
mentary control, to a race which was not our own, even
though that race enjoyed the advantages of the best services
of men belonging to our race, was one which could not be
tried. It was his duty as Secretary of State to repudiate
the idea that the despatch implied anything of the kind,
as the hope or goal of the policy of the Government/*